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POLL HIGHLIGHTS: SOU THE R N  A N D  N A TION A L OPIN ION  ON  IR A Q  
 
Do you think the United States did the right thing in taking military action against Iraq, or 
should the U. S.  hav e stayed out?  
 
R E G I ON S houl d  hav e  s t ay e d  out  Di d  t he  ri g ht  t hi n g  
 S o u t h e r n  st a t e s 5 6 % 4 4 % 
 N o n -S o u t h e r n  st a t e s 5 8 % 4 2 % 
N a t i o n a l  T o t a l  5 8 % 4 3 % 
 
 
T here is some discussion ab out how  many troop s the U. S.  should hav e in Iraq right now .  
Do you think the numb er of  troop s in Iraq should b e:  
 
R E G I ON W i t hd raw n  

c omp l e t e l y  
De c re as e d  a l ot  De c re as e d  

s ome  
M ai n t ai n  
c urre n t  l e v e l s  

I n c re as e d  
s ome  

 S o u t h e r n  st a t e s 3 0 % 8 % 1 8 % 2 4 % 1 1 % 
 N o n -S o u t h e r n  2 6 % 1 4 % 1 9 % 2 2 % 1 0 % 
N a t i o n a l  T o t a l  2 7 % 1 2 % 1 9 % 2 3 % 1 0 % 
 
 
T he f ollow ing are commonly cited as U. S.  goals in Iraq.  W hich one do you think is the 
p rimary reason the U. S.  is in Iraq today?  
 
R E G I ON I raq  i s  t he  

c e n t ral  f ron t  
i n  w ar ag ai n s t  
t e rrori s m 

W e  are  p romot i n g  
De moc rac y  i n  I raq  
i n  t he  M i d d l e  E as t  

W e  are  
p re v e n t i n g  I raq  
f rom s l i d i n g  i n t o 
c i v i l  w ar 

W e  w an t  
t o e n s ure  
ac c e s s  t o 
oi l  

S ome t hi n g  
e l s e  

 S o u t h e r n  st a t e s 2 9 % 2 0 % 6 % 3 0 % 1 5 % 
 N o n -S o u t h e r n  2 2 % 2 6 % 7 % 3 1 % 1 5 % 
N a t i o n a l  T o t a l  2 5 % 2 4 % 7 % 3 0 % 1 5 % 
 
 
Do you f eel p roud or sad ab out the Iraq w ar?  ( 6  choices)  
 
R E G I ON V e ry  s ad  S ome w hat  

s ad  
A  l i t t l e  
s ad  

A  l i t t l e  
p roud  

S ome w hat  
p roud  

V e ry  
p roud  

 S o u t h e r n  st a t e s 6 2 % 2 3 % 4 % 1 % 2 % 9 % 
 N o n -S o u t h e r n  5 6 % 2 5 % 7 % < 1 % 3 % 9 % 
N a t i o n a l  T o t a l  5 8 % 2 5 % 6 % 1 % 3 % 9 % 
 
 
Po l l  d e si g n e d  b y  t h e  I n st i t u t e  f o r  S o u t h e r n  S t u d i e s i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  A ssi st a n t  Pr o f e sso r  M i c h a e l  D .  
C o b b  a n d  A sso c i a t e  Pr o f e sso r  W i l l i a m  A .  B o e t t c h e r  I I I , b o t h  f r o m  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Po l i t i c a l  S c i e n c e  i n  
t h e  S c h o o l  o f  Pu b l i c  a n d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A f f a i r s a t  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  S t a t e  U n i v e r si t y .  T h e  p o l l , a d m i n i st e r e d  
b y  K n o w l e d g e  N e t w o r k s, I n c . , i n c l u d e d  1 ,3 4 2  r e sp o n d e n t s w i t h  a n  o v e r -sa m p l e  i n  1 3  S o u t h e r n  st a t e s 
( A l a b a m a , A r k a n sa s, F l o r i d a , G e o r g i a , K e n t u c k y , L o u i si a n a , M i ssi ssi p p i , N o r t h  C a r o l i n a , S o u t h  C a r o l i n a , 
T e n n e sse e , T e x a s, V i r g i n i a  a n d  W e st  V i r g i n i a ) .  T h e  p o l l  w a s i n  t h e  f i e l d  f r o m  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 -2 6 , 2 0 0 6 ;  
t h e  m a r g i n  o f  sa m p l i n g  e r r o r  f o r  t h e  n a t i o n a l  sa m p l e  i s p l u s o r  m i n u s 2 . 7  p e r c e n t .  


